
Below is the list of 10 types of phrases: 

1. Absolute Phrase 

2. Appositive Phrase 

3. Gerund Phrase 

4. Infinitive Phrase 

5. Noun Phrase 

6. Participial Phrase 

7. Prepositional Phrase 

8. Adverbial Phrase 

9. Verb Phrase 

10. Adjective Phrase 

Absolute Phrase 

An absolute phrase is a group of words that are used to limit the meaning of another word or 

group of words. The absolute phrase, also known as an absolutive phrase, can be either essential 

or nonessential. 

Examples 

Here are examples of both types: 

1) "I saw the man with binoculars." 

2) "The man with binoculars was my neighbor." 

The first example is essential, while the second example is nonessential. In the first case, the 

phrase "with binoculars" identifies the man in question. If you leave out this phrase, it changes 

who you are talking about. In the second case, if you take away "with binoculars," it doesn't 

change who the man is. 

Appositive Phrase 

The appositive phrase is used to rename or define another noun or pronoun that occurs earlier in 

the sentence. It consists of a noun or pronoun, along with the words that modify it. 

Examples 

1) "I saw my neighbor at the park." 

2) "I saw the man who lives next door at the park." 

In the first sentence, you aren't telling us who your neighbor is. In order to tell us more about this 

person, you would use an appositive phrase: "I saw my neighbor John at the park." In the second 

sentence, we know who the man is, so we don't need an appositive phrase. 
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Gerund Phrase 

A gerund phrase is a group of words that starts with a gerund and includes any modifiers, objects 

or complements. The term "gerund" refers to a verb form that acts as a noun. 

Examples 

1) "Swimming is good exercise." 

2) "I enjoy swimming." 

In the first example, the phrase "Swimming is good exercise" contains the gerund "swimming" 

and functions as an adverb to tell us more about what type of exercise it is. In the second 

example, the phrase "I enjoy swimming" tells us that the person enjoys doing this thing called 

'swimming.' 

Infinitive Phrase 

An infinitive phrase is made up of an infinitive (the "to" verb), any modifiers, objects or 

complements. 

Examples 

1) "I was about to get dinner when he arrived." 

2) "I wanted to leave early so I could get good parking." 

In the first example, the infinitive phrase is "to get dinner." In the second example, the infinitive 

phrase is "to leave early." 

Noun Phrase 

A noun phrase is a group of words that acts as a noun. A noun phrase may consist of just a 

subject and verb or it can contain additional modifiers, objects, and complements. 

Examples: 

1) "The dog barked." 

2) "I accidentally stepped on the cat's tail. The cat hissed at me." 

In the first example, the noun phrase is "the dog" because it is the subject of the sentence. In the 

second example, there are two noun phrases: "the cat" and "the cat's tail." 

Participial Phrase 



A participial phrase consists of a participle and any modifiers, objects, or complements. A 

present or past participle is used to modify the subject or object of the sentence. 

Examples: 

1) "The room full of sleeping children made me sad." 

2) "Having finished dinner, we went for a walk." 

In the first example, the present participle "sleeping" modifies the subject "room," and in the 

second example, the past participle "finished" is used to modify "dinner." 

Prepositional Phrase 

A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition and its object. The object of the preposition will 

always be a noun or pronoun and can also contain modifiers, objects, and complements. 

Examples: 

1) "I put my book on the table." 

2) "Please put the book on top of the pile." 

The first example has no prepositional phrase; it's just "book." The second example has a 

prepositional phrase: "on top of the pile." 

Adverbial Phrase 

An adverbial phrase is made up of an adverb and any modifiers, objects, or complements. 

Examples: 

1) "I ate dinner very quickly." 

2) "Please don't eat so loudly." 

In the first example, the adverbial phrase is "very quickly" and in the second example, it's "Don't 

eat so loudly." 

Verb Phrase 

A verb phrase consists of the main verb and any modifiers, objects, or complements. 

Examples: 

1) "He spilled his drink on me." 



2) "I can't find my car keys." 

In the first example, the verb phrase is "spilled his drink on me" and in the second it's "can't find 

my car keys." 

Adjective Phrase 

An adjective phrase consists of an adjective and any modifiers, objects, or complements that are 

connected to the adjective. 

Examples: 

1) "The cold wind made me shiver." 

2) "We're going to get a brand new car!" 

In the first example, the phrase "cold wind" contains the adjective and tells us more about what 

it did. In the second example, we have two adjective phrases: "brand new" and "we're going to 

get." 

 


